
So True! So What?
Daniel 9:1-19

God's Word gives us the truth about what's going on in our 
lives and in the world around us (1-2)

Daniel had spent time in God's Word. He had read the 
prophet Jeremiah, and through the Words of the Lord that were 
spoken through Jeremiah, Daniel had come to understand the 
truth about the reality of his situation. Because of their 
disobedience to God, Daniel and the Jews were in exile in a 
foreign land. Because of their disobedience to God, God's holy 
city Jerusalem laid in ruins. But because of God's grace to them, 
God's promise was that after a period of seventy years things 
would begin to change. Because of God's grace to them, there 
was hope for Daniel and the Jewish people in exile. God's Word 
was the one thing that was able to give Daniel the truth about 
what was going on in his life and in the world around him.
1. Today, what are some sources of information -- other than the 

Bible -- that people look to when they are trying to figure out 
what's going on in their lives and in the world around them?

2. Have you ever looked to any of these sources of information in 
your life? If so, when and why?

3. Do you see God's Word as a source of truth for today or as a 
source of stories about a long-time ago?

4. Pray for each other that God would grow your desire to know 
His Word and that it would be the source of truth in your life.

God's truth always gives us the opportunity to respond 
truthfully to God in our lives (3)

God's Word had revealed the truth about Daniel's situation 
in life and had also revealed the truth about the future promise 
and hope for Jerusalem for the Jews. God's truth had opened 
Daniel's eyes to the reality of the seriousness and the 
consequences of his sin and the sin of his people against the 
Lord. God's truth had put a hope in Daniel's heart to see God do 
the things that He had promised to do after the seventy years had 
passed. God's truth had given Daniel an opportunity to respond 
truthfully to the Lord. It wasn't the time to go about life as 
everything was fine. It wasn't the time to talk and plan with men 
who can't do the things that only God can do. It was the time to 
fast and to pray. It was the time to be truthful with God in response 
to the truth that God had given to Daniel.
1. When was the last time that God's Word gave you the truth 

about what was going on in your life?
2. Did you respond truthfully to God? If so, how? If not, why not?
3. Do you come to God's Word in your devotional time, Connect 

group, or worship with the understanding of the miracle that 
God desires to talk with us, to tell us the truth, and to give us 
the opportunity to truly respond to Him? Discuss this miracle.

4. If you answered "no" to question two. How do you need to 
respond today?

5. Pray for everyone who comes to our worship gatherings today; 
pray that God's truth would lead them to truly respond to Him!
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A truthful response always recognizes who we truly are: 
Sinners who deserve God's judgment in our lives (5-15)

Daniel understands perfectly what he and the Jewish 
people had done. They had ignored God's Word. They had 
rejected God's gracious calls to repentance through His prophets. 
They had lived in disobedience to the covenant that they had 
made with God. They had ignored the curses that God had 
warned them would come if they didn't live for Him. In other words, 
Daniel realized that all that was happening to him and the Jewish 
people was deserved. As much as they didn't like it, he realized 
that God's judgment was right and just. What's amazing is that 
Daniel doesn't exclude himself from the group! As faithful to God 
as Daniel was, he still sees and understands the weight of his sin 
against the righteousness and holiness of God. Daniel accepts 
that he's a sinner that deserves God's judgment.
1. Read verses 5-15 and identify and discuss every time a 

reference is made to God's Word or law. Why is Daniel 
emphasizing God's Word so much?

2. Read verses 5-15 again and identify and discuss what Daniel 
points to as the wrong responses to God's Word or law. What 
is the problem that they have in connection with God's Word?

3. Read Romans 7:7-13. What is one of the purposes of God's 
Word or law? Why does God do this through His Word?

4. True relationships require honesty and openness to truly know 
each other. Do you believe this? How does it apply to God's 
Word and the need for us to know who we are?

A truthful response always recognizes who God truly is: Our 
great and loving and forgiving Lord (4; 16-19)

Daniel knows who he is, but just as important, Daniel 
knows who God is! Daniel knows that God is the great and loving 
and faithful God who doesn't change and who always acts 
according to who He is. Just as God is faithful to judge as He's 
said that He would, Daniel knows that God is faithful to show 
mercy and to forgive just as He said He would. So Daniel pleads 
for God's mercy, forgiveness and action for His people because 
Daniel knows who God is! Daniel knows that while he and the 
people don't deserve God's mercy, God is full of grace and will 
show His mercy to those who genuinely seek Him. Most 
importantly, Daniel prays for God's mercy and forgiveness and 
action for the right reason: That God's name and His glory would 
not be diminished because of the sins of His people.  Daniel prays 
that God would act for His sake and for His city and for His people 
who are identified by His name.
1. Read verses 4 and 16-19 and identify all of the characteristics 

of God that Daniel recognizes in these verses. Discuss what 
each of these mean, and how you've experienced these 
attributes of God in your lives.

2. At the heart of Daniel's plea is that God would act for his own 
sake (see verses 17 and 19). How often do we pray with the 
motive that God's glory and His name would be protected?

3. Identify people who need to know who God truly is. Pray that 
God would give each of you the courage and opportunity to 
share with them about what you've learned today. Pray that for 
God's name sake His Will would be done in their lives.
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